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Austrian Public Health Institute GÖG/ÖBIG 
established in 1973; about 100 employees

Working fields

Health Care Planning

Health Reporting

Health Economics 

Health Promotion &
Prevention

Long Term Care

Health profession

Transfusion & Transplantation
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Experience

• Periodic Public Health Reports
including environmental data

• International cooperation:
Environmental Health Information System
(ENHIS, ENHIS2); EUPHIX
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Austrian Health Information System (ÖGIS)
• Integration of data sources in one analysis tool  (based on GIS technology)

Health Data Source Fee Timeliness Reliability Completeness

Mortality Statistics & Life Expectancy ST.AT Yes

Cancer Registry ST.AT Yes - ≈ ≈

Hospital Admissions  MoH No ≈

Military Check-up Data MoD No ≈

Traffic Accidents KfV Yes

Health Interview Surveys & health 
behaviour

ST.AT Yes ≈

Population Census & socio-economic
/housing

ST.AT Yes ≈
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• Personal ID: Partially single-person-datasets (anonymous)

• High spatial resolution for almost all data sources (2.300 municipalities / communities)

• Periodical updates

• Linkage of Environment and Health data

Exposure Data Source Fee Timeliness Reliability Complete-ess

Air Pollution MoE No ≈

Drinking water Pollution priv Yes ≈ ≈ -

Radon Potential MoH No -

Radioactivity MoH / MoE No

Noise no systematically collected data available
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Advantage
•Easy to use tool: Tables, maps, graphs, trends, regression

•Comparability and stability

•High user rate within GÖG/ÖBIG

•Standard populations (Austria, Europe, WHO)

•Statistical analyses resolving time and space at maximum level 
of resolution → “monitoring”
•Usefulness of data linkage for public health policy and practice: 
Identifying “PH priority regions” and “hot spots”, “health goals”
•Providing information for policy development, for monitoring and
evaluating policy effectiveness (“Public Health action cycle”)
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ÖGIS data used for

• Health reporting (Monitoring)

• Health care planning 

• Benchmarking

• Data analysis on demand (fee)

• Interface for free data: 
http://regis.oebig.at



http://regis.oebig.at
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Health determinants according to EC

Lifestyle

Socio-economic determinants of health – health inequalities

Environment

Genetic and Screening



EU-wide 
„Public Health Action Cycle“
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Standardized mortality rates for
lung cancer in Umhausen  1980-2007

Radon level in the area



ICT for Health and Environment

Towards eEnvironment, Prague, March 26, 2009GÖG/ÖBIG, Vienna

FP7 project ICT ENSURE
ICT Environmental Sustainability Research

www.ict-ensure.eu

• Potential of implementing ICT driven systems
• Promote linkage of health and environment
• Results and experience from conducted 

projects/studies Sustainability Research

http://www.ict-ensure.eu/
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Main objectives:
• Overview over existing expertise
• Survey report on projects dealing with 

„Health & Environment“ using ICT
• Present research programs in a comparable and 

concise format (template): to share knowledge
• Create a network of leading experts 

in the field of Environment and Health
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Thank you for your attention!
wirl@goeg.at


